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STATEMENT FROM FCC CHAIRMAN JULIUS GENACHOWSKI 
ON PROPOSED SENATE LIFELINE AMENDMENTS

Washington, D.C. – The following statement is attributable to FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski:

“The Lifeline program has helped some of our most vulnerable citizens connect to emergency 
services, doctors, and family in times of crisis. It has been a literal lifeline for these Americans -
- and in today’s era, with a third of Americans having cut the cord to wireline phone service, it’s 
appropriate that Lifeline supports wireless service. Of course, as in all our Universal Service 
programs, waste, fraud, or abuse in this program is unacceptable. This FCC inherited a number 
of USF programs that lacked proper controls, but we acted quickly and aggressively to correct 
course, saving more than $200 million last year in Lifeline and putting us on track to save $2 
billion by the end of 2014. We took these steps precisely because Lifeline is so vital to millions 
of Americans in need.”
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